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/ We aren’t too old;
not too rich either

Perhaps you weren't aware of it but it
is a fact that most of the students in
Poly and Ngee Ann (full-time) are v e T ¥
young,many enter the college at 16 a n d
graduate at 18 (2 year course) or 19 ( 3
years course). Maybe our clothing make us
look older than +the Pre-U students b u t

it is a fact that most of us are around
that age.
Or if the SBS feel that age d i dn't

really matter then we are sorry to t el 1l
them that our pockets are not fuller e i-
ther, From the survey done in late 1 97 5
and recently, it has been proved that most
Poly students are from the lower or lower
middle income group (family income 1 e s s
than $550 and with an average family size
af 5 br 6 heads)

Many of us save money on food, text -
books, stationaries, clothings etc. t o
make up for the heavy bus fare,8ome of u s
work on Sunday (as waiters etc) or take up
tuition so that we can carry on, Most o f
us are definitely not too rich to be con-
sidered for concession.

The Criterion —
who gets & who don’t

Of course besides age an d financial
background, there are a thousand and o n e
speculation on why a bus fare concession
is not applicable to our case, Some people
say that we are technician-to-be, others
claim that we con't put on uniform e t c..
However-specualtion are merely speculation
theycannot te%l exactly what criterion is

considered when bus fare concession is gra
-nted. What then is the criterion f or a
busfare concession? If we were to analyse
things carefully, it is not hard for us to
agree that the most important criterion for

granting a bus fare concession should b e
the financial status i.e., whether the per-
son is having income or not. Age, uniform,
etc are almost out of the question and fa-
mily batkgrounds can only play a secondary
role,

At present, it seems that the SBS's
criterion for bus concession (if any) i s
very vague., It is important for us to cla-
rify with them and convinge them that w e
should be considered for a concession be-
fore talking about its feasibility & I
also the type of concession to be given,

Do we really need

the concession

Who do we mean by "WE" when asking
this question? The present students in

Ngee Aun and Poly or the futuwe ones. "WE"

majority of the present student population
needs the bus fare concession and "WE" the
future student-to-be needs the busfare con
-cession even more badly. All of us are re
-lying on our over-burdened family for our
expenses., A bus fare concession not only
relieves the student invelved but also the
whole family, Many fathers wouldn't have
to force themslves to work over-time, many
mothers would have more time to look after
the family instead of sewing umbrellas, ma
-ny brothers and sisters would not go hun-
gry due to lack of pocket money. As for the
student-to-be, a bus concession would mean
a more equal chance for the poor students
to enter Poly. That's why they will need it
more.

Would SBS agree?

Having established our rationale in re
-granting for a bus fare concession, it is
time we ask this question —— would S B S
agree? Recently, a joint letter by S P S U
and NATCSU was sent to SBS asking them +to
consider granting concession to Poly a n d
Ngee Ann students, As expected the reply
was negative. The reply consist of 2 main
points:-

1. They are subsidizing $25 millionfcr:;:\
school children, therefore cannot sub-
sidize Poly and Ngee Ann students.

2. They would have to raise the bus fare a
—-gain if a concegsion is given,

Since our reasons for the request was
not mentioned (not to say rejected) in th-
eir reply, they should not blame us f ¢ =z
assuming that they recognised the fact th~
at we, students of Poly and Ngee Ann, 4 e-
serve a busfare concession. The question
is only one of feasibility. Secondly , in
their letter, they cleverly put in a con-
dition — if we want a concession, t h e n
when SBS raise the already high bus fare ,
SPSU and NATCSU are to keep theéir gap tig-
ht because they are the "cause" of t h i s
bus fare hike.

SBS —
recognising its nature

I hope that all along none of us have
thought of SBS as a charitable organisa=-
tion, Although dealing with public trans-
port, SBS is still a private company ( a s
far as I know) and it will, therefore, by
nature profiteer, They withdrawn the sea-
son tickets sold by the UBC to Poly stu-
dents when they first merge togetaer. Wi-
thin one year of its formation, it a =n-
nounced a bus fare hike of 10¢ per trip.
Then in 1975, they tried to withdraw the
bus pass from the V,I., students. Hewever,
they had to submit to the V.I, studentsin
great embarassment after the V,I., demo .
Knowing its nature, we should therefore ,
expect to have a lot of problem in con -
vincing the SBS to grant us a concession.

You, members of the
public, must he aware

After a slight diesel hike in 1975,
SBS was already enthusiastically specula-
ting the possibility of another bus - fare

Continus on page 2
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hike. If that was a way in which they try
to measure public opinion, they had pro-
bably recieved the message to keep their
hands off. This matter was brought out a-
gain to the two Students' Unions at this
time. Isn't the implication far and wide?

Eere we want to make clear that w e
students would never under all circumsta-
nces agree to another bus fare hike. W e
want our concession but at the same time
we understand that the public is already
having a hard time keeping up with infla-
tion with their meagre wage increase. Be-
sides, if the concession is granted, then
there will be greater equality in educa-
tion opportunity. The issue is certainly
not only a students' affair, it is also a
public's affair. As a member of the pub -
lic, you must be aware of what is happen-
ing!!

SINGAPORIE
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EDITORIAL

Bus-Fare Concession Issue

The BCI had been one of the longest
issue pursues by the Students' Uni o n.
Eversince the bus fare hike in 1974, the
tublic especially students from higher
institutions has really felt the pinch
on their po:clkets. Pesides, many others
were denrived of a chance to attain high
-er education because.they counldn't af-
fcrd the heavy transport expenses.

Recently, SPSU had jointly set up a
committee with NATCSU to look into this
BCI. Repeated attempts had been made to
seek an audience with the SBS but wer e
turned down. To cur first letier rejuest
~ing them to reconsider the situation |,
SBS's reply was a firm 'No' adding that
they are already subsidising the Primary

and Secondary school students $25 m per
annum. They claimed that a further e x-
tension of student concession would ad-

vercely affect their financial position
which would ultimately results in anoth-
er bus fare hike or a lower level of ser
-vice. However simple calculations show
that giving concession to Ngee Ann a n d
Pcly students (ie 6 500) vould cost them
a rough figure of §1 m to $2 m. Surely
%1 m or §2 m is nowhere compared to the
amount subsidized to school children(not
to mention the concession extended to
the army and police pzarsornels).

A seconC letter had already been sent
to SBS stzting more clearly our rationa-
le for asking for concession, Also one
letter was sent tc the Minister of Com-
munication to seek his assistonce in this
matter, It is hcped that with the inter-
cession of the Commurication Minister ,
something fruitful can come out of it.

However, we must not commit the mis-
take of banking all hore or the Mirister
intercession. Similar recuzst had bteen
made before and had nct achieve much ei-
ther. “e must recognise that we, the stu-
dents, are still the determining factor.
We must be clear and convinced of o ur
rationale in order that our stand on the
issue could be firm.

Road Safety Campaign

Singavoreans are indeedafunny 1 ot,
Every now and then, the Government bad
to carry out campaigns to 'educate'them
into accepting new moral standards and
social reponsibilities.

Just 3 moenths back, many parts o f
Singapore were 'flooded' with VCs and
traffic police who were cut to enforca
the new 'Pedestrain Crossing Regulation
'. But how successful had this campaign
been with the public? Perhaps the ars-
wer is most accurately described by a
schoolboy from GESS: "It's successful
only vhen there is police around b u t
not when there isn't,"

Also included is an interview carri-
ed out by the Students' Union on t h e
public. The purpose of conducting this
interview is to provide the public with

THE EOITOR

Dear Sir,

Issue
seems to be a very hot topic
with every new Council, And

The Bus Concession

why not? If we are able to

.get the concession card, it
means the passport to

cheap
bus rides and the saving of
a small fortune. The present
18th Council's intention of
bringing up the BCI is laud-
able, but let's ask oursel-
ves; are we barking up t h e
wrong tree?

Two years back, the 16th
Council was just a s intent
on persauding SBS to give us
Poly students concessions .
There were surveys w h e r e
questionaires were distri-
buted asking us the average
busfare we pay, our family
busfare expenditure, etc..
Posters sprang up all over

the caﬁpus and there was an
air of activity o v e r this
issue.

Then quite abruptly, what
started with a b a n g ended
with a whimper. There were
little news on what went
wrong. In fact, there was no
indication at all o f any
failure and the BCI died a
natural death.

Even without much news,it
was evident what went wrong.
The 16th Council barked u p
the wrong tree. They appro-
ached the SBS with statistic
compiled and obviously the
58S refused to give in.

Not surprisinglyj as eve
-ryone knows that the SBS
people are .as. stubborn a n d
tough as the buses they own-
ed.

Now the 18th Council is g o-
ing to take:the same p a t h

I think.the present Council
should not waste their time
with the SBS people. The
result is stark clear.

Frankly, one must admit that
the BCI is not a battle that
can be easily won. But fight
for it we will., I suggest
that as many poly student as
possible write to the Press
New Nation, Straits T i m es

N

and even the Chinese papers
Hopefully they will receive
a flood of letters that they
will be persuaded to publish
a few. Now this idea do e s
not guarantee we will get a
concession but it is obvious
that it is better t h a n to
approach the SBS directly as
the SBS would be hard p'u t
to give a good image in the
public's eye. Among cur
trump cards would be to men="

tion that if SES reaps mil=-
lion dollar profit per vyear
why can't they give us con=

cession and how can t h ey
make a profit o u t of b u s
travel, which afterall is a
public necessity. In f ac t
the government should subsi~
dise it if necessary.

And should ‘everything comes
to a head and still we don't
get our concession, then may
be we can try writing to Mr.
Lim Kim San{Minister for Com
-municaticns) and Mr. 8 n g
Teng Cheong(Minister of
State for Communications).
Afterall, thers's nething
like getting down to brass
tacks and seeing t h e t o p
brass to get some business
done,

Remember, with the n i b of
the pen we wil) fight to the
end.

/” FONTENTS

POLY 4TUDENTS AREN’T RICH !

Recently, SPSU had conducted a survey in conjunction with the
BCI to determine the financial situation of Poly students., Out of
the 2000 plus froms distributed, 1730 forms were recieved, pro-

perly completed.

The forms are filed and an analysis to the survey is presented be

-low,

Average family size is 6-7 members,

TAL FAMILY INCOM

STATISTICS FOR DAILY ALLOWANCE
Daily Allowance

o) tudents

Family Income % of Students 1.50 -2.00 5147%
Below $550 3le 5% 2450 = 3,50 3145%
$550 - $700 22¢3% Others. 16.8%
$700 - $1000 23.0%
$1000~ $1300 1342%
$1300 Above 7.0%
STATICS FOR DAILY EXPENDITURE ON BUSFARE
Daily Expenditure 9% of Students
ﬁ ie - CRARY $1.00 - $1.50 3247%
of $1.50 - $2,00 49 4%
$2.00 Above 3.0%
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& channel to express themselves and al-
so to bring about closer contact b e-
tween the public and SPSU. During the
interview, many echoed what had b ¢ e n
said in the newspaper and seemed reluc-
tant to menticn much on the approach &
penalty of this campaign.

CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED !

Dear Readers,
the commitie s greally v need of your

help - Joo adn do it by wrling b your sweriag Lperivaces,
Short shonies , .pkv,do W/
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Focus ON _3P3U
UNITON

INTRODUCTION

Since the 1st letter of removal was sent
to the Union on Oct!'?76 concerning the PMC
Union House, the issue had taken emn much
changes and proven to be educating and spe
-culative. The intention of the Administra
~-tion to deny the Union a decent place in
the new campus for organising activities
is exposed before all, and it would 'h a d
been successful had it not been for t h e
firm protests and publicity given on this
issue.(For full details, please see Vol 6
No. 2 and 3)

RECENT NEVELOPMENT

During the 3 months holidays after t h e
76/77 session, the Administration had
attempted to put up a false facade w h e n
the principal and some of the key figures
in the Poly Administration came over to
the PEC Union House to make a survey a n d
took some measurement of the space require
-ment of the Union, This attempt did suc-
ceed in fooling some of the Excos as they
began to think that the Administration is
really looking into the matter after all.
However nothing materialised out of it at
all; and at the start of the new session,
the Union had to take the initiative to
‘muscle' into a plot of empty open space
within the aeronautical workshop b 1 o ¢ k
(which at present is not ready for use as
a workshop yet). The open space could only
accomodate 2 table-tennis tables, a few me
-dium size desks, and a table or two; and
further to this it offers no security a t
all as anyone can come and go anytime they
like. It was only later in the 2nd t e r m
that the Union is able to procured a small
room(rejected by the Poly bookshop due
to shortage of space) from the Administra
-tion after some cupboardswe«ss broken open

HOUSE IJJUE

and items stolen. The small room(more like
‘a 'cage') is only |} £t by M4kft. It would
be use for providing printing and photo -
stating services and working within would
indeed be like packed-sardines with plenty
of air to breathe but no room to move.

SHORT TERM SOLUTION

The acquisition of the tiny 'cage! is
not without conditions, One of the 4 condi
-tions is that ‘the Union will have to move
out of the premises when the Administration
needs the place sometime in March ' 78 or
later. From this, it is clear that the
case of the Union House Issue is not at an
end yet. The alternative place we have now
is only a short term solution and in s i x
months time, we would again be left with
nowhere to go. Verbal assurances were made
by one of the in-charge of the Campus Deve
-lopment Plan that they will not evacuate
the Union without giving us any alternative
--~==-=~but hasn't fact proven itself?

THE SAD NOTE OF LOVE,

§
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NEW dNION HOUSE —
UNDER WHOSE CONTROL ?

Enquiries into when the new Union
House will be completed met with no sol
-id reply from the Administration. Ans-
wers like '"not sure", '"can't tell" were
made and it seems obvious t h a t the
Administration does not want to commit
themselves at such an early stage. Per-
haps they would rather wait and s e e
what is the general sentiment of t h e
students towards the Union before deci-
ding on their next move,

However it is already widely specula-
ted that the new Union House will b e
ready in 9 months time and the Admini-
stration intended to call it a'Students
Centre' instead of 'Union House'. It
would not be hard to conclude that the
Admin will definitely not allow t-h e
Union to have control over the new Union
House if they are left on their own to
decide, What then would be the conse-
quences to the Union?

That it is essential and basically a
right of the Union to have a place i n
the campus(and one that is under s t u
-dent control, for that matter) is wun-
douttsdly clear. YWithout a place in the
canpus, where is the Union g o i n g to
organise activities for.h e r memters?
Where are we going to put t h e various
machineries of the Union a n d provide
services for the students? A n d whers
is the student Council going tom e e
andé plan the activities of the Unien?
Surely we are not going to g o through
all the red tape to book rooms for Coun
-cil meeting and to be turned down
eventually??!!

CONCLUSION

Fellow students, and members of the pub
-lic, the outcome of t h e Union House
Issue would depeud very much on % h e
effort put in by us togethsr, 1t is m ¥y
gincere hope that all 0 £ y o u follow
this issue closesly and always be c o ©
-cerned of what's happening t o t h e
Union.

(" LETTER FROM A FRIEND
IN NEW ZEALAND

Dear Editor,

I read the S'pore Poly Newspaper---
S'pore Technocrat with much interest. 1I
am fortunate enough to come across it in
Auckland Malaysia Singapore Students As-
sociation Library.

First, I must congratulate the edi-
torial committee for your fine effort .
The cartoon 'who make the products' cle-
arly reflects the industrial relation
back home. Such message 1is concise and
clear.

The report on Freshie Orientation
is most encouraging. It provides a
good opportunity for fellow students to
enrich poly-life and fraternal organisa-
tions abroad will be able to carried su-
ch activities and exchange experiences
through your newspaper,

I am moved by Sandra Dee's 'Bitter-
ness of working life', By spending her
holidays experiencing factory 1life will
certainly enable her to learn the work-
ers attitude towards their jobs and the
treatment recieved from management. I
like to think that the workers are edu-
cated and will certainly like to work in
jobs that will give them satisfactions ,
if there is such opportunity. Al as!
ideas told to them while in sec. school
~ weren't true. The rosy pictures the edu-
\ cation systen painted smeared. It is sad

to learn that the workers are sc pessi -
mistic. It convinvced me that workers
are not getting a fair deal. After stu-
dying in a foreign country like New Zea-
land for ten years. I come to realised
that the woxkers at home are well under-
paid compared to a standard cost of liv-
ing wages, :In New Zealand I worked du-
ring the three months summer vacation, I
was able to earn enough to pay for my
year's expenses. In New Zealand aver-
age wage is NZ$2.50/hr. compare to S$0.
50/hr. in Singapore. The fact that t h e
wvorkers here weren't exploited that bad
is because the UNIONS made them strong
and fought for their rights to the pro-
per wages. Back home Mr., Nair of tlLe
NTUC urger the workers to accept vhat is
siven to them. So where does the future
lies and what is Mr. Nair's interest?
Although life here is comparatively bet-
ter, the workers are beginning to feel
the recipe NZ's PM Mr. Muldoon cooked
after he learnt from Singzpore K.Y. Lee,
No matter what trick-the ruling bosses
applied, the workers will soon awake and
the sky will be forever clear.

The suppression of the SPSU is the
most coward and victimising tactics used
to suppress the students from question-
ing the unfair deal and problems faced
by the people. They resort to the tactic
of first victimised, jailed, contained
the students' unions and then control it
o I romembered while I was still in pri-
mary school I always met with gangsters
who first tried to help me¢ get to school
and ask for my sweets in retura, later

they took away my pocket money and f‘;j\\
rally they wanted me to call them ' Tai
Goa ' (Big Brother). That I refused and
they bashed me. My face bruised, body
ached, but I never forget their dirty
fists, Later I learnt that by going to
school together with a group o f pupils
they dared not come near us any more,
Eventually this group of gangsters gone
but we remembered their dirty ways. But
I still remembered those friends of mine
who had been bullied by them just t h e
way they did to me., These friends have
grown up and our friendship and warm ne-
ver fade away.

All over the world friends of inte-
grity are bejinning to be aware of t h e
exploitation in ASEAN and other develop-
ing countries. Students in the world are
beginning to expose all repressive acts
of the ruling clique.

Your publication is Vvery informati-
ve and encouraging. Do keep up with your
good work. Please try to send your pub-
lication to as many fraternal organisa-
tins as possible. This way, we will be
able to keep up with the development i n
your Union, I am confident that humane
students and organisations through o u t
the world will throw their support b e-
hind your struggle for the Union's sur-
vival.

Once again, cengratulation for your
encouraszing work and fine effort!

Signed,

Yours in Solidarity.
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INTRODUCING

THE

COUNCILLORS

The SPSU Annual Elections had ended Rot long ago and the 18th Students'
One thing unique about

Council stepped into office on the 16th Sept.'77.

this Council is that for the first time in SPSU,
(with the exception of the part-time councillor) had incidentally stood up
for elections together as a group. Further to this, it also make history in
SPSU to find the part-time students having a representation
for -the first time. It is hoped that something fruitful could come
this, the least of which would be a better understanding of the needs of
the part-time students.

The Council consists of five 3rd years, thirteen 2nd years and five 1st
years and majority of them had been working actively in the Union for the
past one year or more. With répresentation from all years and the added ex-
perience of some in the 17th Council, it should not be difficult for t h e
Council to work cohesively and cater for the students more effectively.

To provide a better understanding of the 18th Council, we present here
the opinions of the members of the Council on some of the questions concern
-ing the Union and themselves.' Questions asked are 1) Why do they stand up
as a councillor? 2) How do they view the activities of the Union? B)What do
they think about the issues taken up by the 17th Council? 4) What are the
problems arising after stepping into Council? and 5) What do they think a -

bout student apathy and how it could be remedied?

LOW

WAN
YIN

i

COUNCGILLOR

I feel that our stay
in Poly should be some-
thing more meaningful
then the 2 Ls type of
life, Otherwise it wou-
1d be tiresome and mo-
notonous,

One way in which this
could be achieved is to

participate i n Union
activities. Through
participation, we b e~

came aware of the wotk
and felt the responsi -
bilities. It is thus
that I stood u p for
elections into the coun
cil to orgamise activi-
ties and cater for the
needs and welfare o f
our students.

Students here can b e
classified under 2 main
categories - active and
passive. Active o n e s
are either actively for
or against the Union --
they are only a minori-
tye. The passive ones
constitute the majority
and are the so called
'apathetic' students, I
say 'apathetic' not in
the sense that they ha-
ve no feeling, no inte-
rest or sympathy; bu t
rather they are pessi-
mistic., They do realise
that the Union is doing
the correct thing b u t
chances are itwill fajl
due to external press-
ure, so why care? For
them, I would like t o
say sincerely that i f
we do not stand united
together, how can suc-
cess come our way?

On the other hand, ,
other passive ones al-
ways demand the Union
to do this and that fer
them., I hope these stu-
dents would question
themselves, "Why don't

the Council just
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elected

in the Council
out of

®
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AsST. HON. GEN.SEC .

I do this and that for
the Union and bring a-
bout a more effective
Union?"

The rest of the pas-
sive students are those
who had in them a cer-
tain fear‘of being in-
volved. I do urge these
students to come for-
ward and learn more a-
bout the Union and her
development,

JEW

WELFARE SEC .

My 1st years'involvement
was undoubtedly regret-
table, I was inexpe-
rience and did not cen-
tribute much., However, I
was not left in t he
lurch but received plen-
ty of help from t h e
other members. Academic

problem arises when I am

in the 2nd year. Draw-
becomes a hectic acti-
vity. I was so despen-

dent, but then again I
was much retrieved after
some discussions wi t h
the other members in the
Union. I realised that
time can be squeezed out
if we really made an

effort to organise our-
selves properly. Defi-
nitely it's easier than

done, but everything ' s
worth endeavouring, when
you know you are on the
right courses.

I find that the Union
is organising things
beneficial to the stu-
dents. Activities or-
ganised cater for the
majority. In the sport-
ing field, friendship
first is promoted while
socially the publica-
tions, exhibition and
slideshows had provoked
us to have a merecri-
tical mind. Through
these, it is hoped that
we can develop a  cor—
rect set of education
which is essential to
the progress of mankind
. I greatly appreciate
the effort put in Dby
the council to educate
students to be more a-

ware of the environment

SoLiAL 58C -

COUNCILLOR

My first step into
Poly was indeed a di-
fficult. There wa s
practically no one to
turn to had it not
been for SPSU. Having
participated actively
in the orientation, I
became aware of t h e
Union. Never had I came
across any organisation
like SPSU which promote
and safeguard students'
interest. Through it we
also0 learn more about
social welfare and un-
derstand the role it
plays in voicing out
opinions. Another fac-
tor which prods me t o
stand up is the student
apathy. I hope to play
a part as a councillor
to help them understand
more about things.

Family objection is
one of the problems fa-
ced when I stood up as
a councillor. This is
because of the propa-
ganda against the Union

Secondly, study pro-
blem also cropped up as
I had to spend mo r e
time in the Unicn. Some
of my friends began to
misconstrue that I did
not come to Poly to

study but to do Union
work.
However I feel that

such problems should
not deter me and that
it can be solved if I
distribute my time pro-
perly between my family
, study and the Union.

“TAN
HOW

MENG

GOUN CALLOR

PINANCIAL SEG .

Activities organised
by past councils ( ex~
cluding 15th, 16th and
17th Council ) wusually
benefitted only a mino-
rity. Examples of such
are games tour and an-
nual dinner and dance .
I think the Union shou-
1d instead encourage
mass participation and
organise more activiti-
es like Poly 50, inter-
class tourneys, campsS..
.e€tc,

Also, though our stu-
dents may be academic-
ally & physically 'fit!
, they are usually mor-
ally and socially handi
-capped., Besides, t h e
alienation among stu-
dents and the gap b e-
tween the student a n d
public is ever present.
Therefore activities of
the Union should b e
geared towards educa-
ting the students mor-
ally and socially a n d
maintaining a form of
communication with the
public.

L
WAI

SuNg

ks

PuBLICATON SEC .

It's a 'disease' pre-—
sent in any students'
-organisations --- WSSU,
NATCSU, NUSU and SPSU.
The only difference is
the degree of afflict-
ion by each Union. I
would define it as the
indifference of student
towards the Union, know
-ingly or unknowingly.
The reason is simply
that they do mnot feel
themselves as part of
the Union. Only way to
alleviate this is t o
organise more activi-~
ties or issues which
concern them personally
. Even then, it can
never be totally eradi-
cated; not when the
forces producing it is
still very much at work

I find the calculator
issue very educational.
It exposed the true na-
ture of the Administra-
tion as can be seen th-
rough their actions.

When the petitions by
the students were pre -
sented to them, they re
-plied that they wi 11
look into the matter ,
while in actual fa c t
they tried to delay the
issue.

Also when they final-
ly allowed the use o f
calculator, they left
out the 1st year hoping
to create disunity and
dissatisfaction amongst
the students.

I hope that more stu-
dents should make it a
point to be concerned
about issues in future.

I would not say that
the victimisation issue
is a failure though the
Union did not get back
the 3 students. 500
over students had sign—
ed the petitions and it
shows that they are
aware of such things in
Poly. In the past, the
Union had seems to m e
to be against the Admin
, but this issue ha d
shown the truth t h a t
they are always s u p=-
pressing the Union, .rob
~-bing away-our rights .
Well, the Union have to
teke some actions!

ASST. PINANCIAL SEC.

COUNGILLOR

I believe that ether
councillors de f a c e
the same preblems as I
do; ie parental object-
ion and study problems.
But all these preblems
don't affect me much at
all, because for paren-
tal objections, if w e
can constantly explain
things te them, a day
will come when t h ey
will understand what we
are doing. As for our
studies' preblem, if we
distribute eur time
wisely, we can still be
academically fit .
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It is indeed encouraging
to see a group o f stu-
dents from different cou
-rses, different y e a r
standing up united with
a common aim to serve in
the Union. With these
conditions things can be
done more effectively &
the Union can progress
faster.Though some are
inexperienced, they are
willing to learn and con
-tribute their best T o
the Union,

I stoed up as a coun
-ciller hoping to make
more friends and t o
have a better under -
standing of things hap
-pening in Poly. Thru'
this way, it could he-
1p us to widen our
knowledge and ways of
thinking.

From the past activi
-ties, I believe that
the Union is doing her
best to cater for the
students --- providing
stationeries and orga-
nising interesting so-
cial activities, etc..

I hope that all stu-
dents can be aware of
the aims and give u s
their support so as to
achieve a better and
stronger Union!

Tec/re
1€

COUNCILLOR

Ours is a rare orga-
nisation left which can
still speak out and ex-
press freely., Our acti-
vities are self - deter-
mining without external
interference.

Thaugh financially
crippled and faced with
difficulties w h i c h
proved frustrating and
disheartening, we would
carry on with further
determination and will
when reflecting i n t o
the past activities,

Activities now ar e
geared towards mass pa-
rticipaticn and better
relationship among stu=-
dents, Some are thought
—provoking and help u s
to be critical of o ur
surroundings, I believe
our present trend o f
activities is correct

and beneficial to u s
and we should carry o n
with it,

TAN
HowW

SoNa

UANION Housé SEC

TAN
Hu
kiaN

COUNCILLIR

Although the few is-
sues taken up by t h e
17th Council had n o t
receive £ull success or
support, we are net
dissappointed. These
issues, such as 3Cs and
victimisation, h a v e
played the role o f br-
inging out the adverse
conditions of the camp-
us and also the injust-
ice of the Admin. Take
for instance the victi-
misation issue, how
many of the students
were aware of such dis-
criminations if it had
not actually been dis-

played for all to see?
The answer is not many.
Therefore, I personally
feel that it is not by
the attainment of our
demands that we measure
our success, rather it
should be by the achi-
evement of our aims-to
educate and awaken our
students.,

Fellow students, 1let
us then not be blinded
by sweet words from the
Admin, instead analyse
and unite together for
justice.

Activities of t h e
Union are of the fol-
lowing aspects --- xpe-
creatioenal and cultu-
ral. It provides stu-
dents with a channel te
relieve their tension
from their work load.
Practices in velleyball
, basketball, table-
tennis and swimming are
held regularly during
weekends and evening te
provide students t o
come together and relax
, enjoy and make fri-
ends.

In the sports scene,
friendship and recreat-
ion are promoted. In-
terclass tournaments
served as an opportuni-
ty for recreation and
interaction among stu-
dengs rather than t o

select players or win-
ning glory. The sense
of friendship pervades

throughout and there is
no place for envy among
the participating teams

COUNGILLOR

Since I came into con
-tact with the Union, I
found that it is aiming
at catering for the ma-
jority of the students.
The activities promote
mass participation and
involvement. With hea-
1thy activities like re
-gular practices in ga-
mes and cultural , w e
learn to understand one
another better. Besides
, group studies are
also organised to cater
for the academic side.

I feel that the trend
of our Union is correct
and we must iry our
best to ,improve in what
-ever way we can. I
view that the students'
support and participat-
ion is the most import-
ant thing in the Union.

im
AH

ChiM

COUNCILLOR

COUNCGILLOR

Since stepping in ,
SPSU had taken up g no
of issues namely
arrests, 3Cs, Union Hse
, victimisation, Fresh
men Orientation(F.0.),
and the present B u s
Concession Isuue. The
issues were taken u p
to safeguard our right
and interest.

Though response t o
some issues is not s o
good, however we man-
aged to erouse student
to be aware of the en-
vironment and the Ad-
min's nature. Personal
-ly, I think the poor
response could be that
the Council had n o t
done enough to mak e
them understand the is
-sue, Also students
held a wrong attitude
in that they support
only issues that hit
them, neglecting other
-s which do not direct
-1y involved them.

Lastly, issues sho-
uld be taken up to edu
-cate the students and
not just attaining the
material benefit only
(ie getting calculator
or bus pass only)

™

COUNCILLOR

In my 3 years here,
I've seen SPSU taken
on much changes and de
-velopment. The past
councillors were most-
ly corrupted and self-
centred, but all these
changed from 15th Coun
-cil onwards. SPSU be-
came truly representa-
tive of the rights and
interest of students ,
at the same time exhi-
biting concern for the
society., Under the in-
fluence of realities ,
I became aware and gra-
dually took a liking to
the Union. But, the stu
-dent opinions make me
kept my distance from
it.

In order to know how
an apple taste, wemust
eat one personally. As
such, I joined the U -

VICE - PRESIDENT

Of the few issues,
the victimisation i s
the most controversial
one, Besides creating
opinions among student
it also shattered m y
dreams of the educa-
tional system. Though
in a tertiary institu-
tion, we still find the
Admin employing such
low class tactics t o
cripple SPSU. How then
are they to shape fu-
ture nation builders ?
Is this 'education'?

Contrary to wha t
some students think, I
view the issue as one
affecting every stu-
dents here. It's vio-
lating our rights aad
we must stop it. The
remark from other stu-
dents who doubted the
issue is that "they do
not see any contradic-
tion, personally". I
would advise that they
join in the organising
work to see for them-
selves the contradict-
ion existing. I'm sure
the coming 78/79 F.O.
will be another educa-
tional process for them.

nion activities & soon
developed a deeper un-
derstanding of the U~
nion and union workers
. I think most of the
union workers do have
the same experience too.

TEE Low
2 HueN
IMmm
COUNGILLOR
Just like any other
students, my aim o f

coming to Poly was to
pursue that piece o f

Apathy, in itself,is
a common phenomenon i n
our society, Whether in
our social community or
student community, w e
find people indifferent
and care less towards
social affairs, govern-
ment policies, ®tCeeees
There is a serious de-
void of humanity a n d
concern for our fellow
beings,

Students, in the pro
-cess of muo2ing f o r
exams, rushing to 1lib-
raries, etc, lose sight
of the objective of edu

~cation in the t ru e
sense.,
Our present educat-

ion provides us no cha=-
nnels to seek and ques-
tion nor develop o U D
selves but had diminish-
ed to a mechanical auto

-maton feeding us facts
and datas,
Students are not

VR ESIDENT

born apathetic, but the
orientation they a r e
programmed towards i s
wrong, In order to
break through the v i =

cious cycles of t h i s
sterile 3Ls life, ue
must take the initiat =
ive to re-educate our-
selves by getting in
touch with realities ,
Our Union provides u s
with just this channel
and the activities are
geared towards getting
in touch with realities,

Too often have w e
been told that paper
qualification is t h e
only way to an ea sy
life agd it's not sur-
prising to find ma ny
adopting the selfish
"fittest survives" at-~
titude around.

Another cause of a-
pathy is perhaps the
feeling that it doesnt
pay to care for others
. Enough fear and dou-
bt had already be en
created by the distor-
ted image of SPSU that
many thought it safer
to stick to their book.
Coupled with the heavy
vorkload, many got tied
down and alienated from
the Union.

Low
it
LENG

HoN. GEN. SE(,

paper which would gua-
rantee my security i n
future. With this in
mind, I had originally
planned not to get in-
volved. During the 76/
77 orientation, my il-
lusion of Poly Peing a
Paradise was completely
shattered. I saw unruly
students ragging t h e
new students and the
Admin's indifference

left me no imagination
of their respectability

The start of the ses~
sion found me drifting
around aimlessly in the
campus. I decided to
join some of my former
schoolmates and through
them, I got really i n
touch with the Union.
Seeing the need for man
-power, and with the en
~-couragement from Union
workers, I decided t o
stand up as a council-
lor.

The prevailing cul-
ture plays a part too
in diverting the vigoar
of our youth. The many
cheap thrills availa-
ble provides an escape
from the boredomin the
campus. To counter this
, SPSU serves as an al-
ternative to the p e~
vailing culture, Thru'
activities, we can le-
arn mutualty and help
one another broaden our
outlook.

Sse pags 6
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lowclin  speakes ...

It's a rare chance to
find Malay in the Students!'
Council, It might be due to
a vague understanding o f
what the UNION's doing that
lead to such peculiarities
« Many have wondered why I
wasn't active in the Malay
Language Society to help
organise the students. Psr-
sonally, I viewed that ser
-ving in the society or U-
nion does not matter much.
However, as the society is
a sub-structure of the U -
nion, then the survival of
SPSU is more vital., F u r-
thermore, unlike the soc-
iety which had a limited
jety which had a limited
scope, we can cater f or
more students through the
Union .

Much earlier, during the
orientation, I had been ra
-ther shaken by the appar-
ent discontentment and mix
-ed feeling among the Ma-
lay students who disagreed
to my involvement in Union
. The many inquisition and
explanation I sought had
not been able to satisfy
my doubts, After careful
analysis, I decided to sti
-ck to the Union because I
find that as long as w e
have a common aim in mind,
it would not be difficult
to overcome any difficulty
in mixing with other races
or working with them. The-
re should not be a segre-
gation between us a s i t
would only lead to disuni-
ty of students.

aunCiLLOR,

inter-class games

True to its aim of pro-
moting mass participation,
the 14th Sports' Council
embarks to organise inter-
class pgames for students.
Posters were put up in the
first term to invite teams
for the netball and SPSU 11
-a-side soccer. Respon se
were overwhelming for the
11-a-side soccer with more
than 80 teams participating
. However, participation in
the ladies netball games was
unenviable with only 11 en-
tries. We urge more ladies
to come forward to partici-
pate in sporting activities
organised by SPSC., The mat-
ches for the above 2 games
are still in progress. Sup-
porters are encouraged t o
come and cheer their o wn
teams.

Suclety Fefendship My (57D)

Held in conjunction with
the Affiliated Societies Co
-ordinating Committee, the
SFD was smoothly carried
out on the 8thOct'?7. Pro-
grammes for the day include
friendly table-tennis and
volleyball matches, cultur-
al performances by the par-
ticipating teams, and a tea
party for all those present
« Throughout the day an at-
mosphere of mutual friend-
ship was attained. But we
feel that such a tmo sphere
should be maintained at all
times and rot in occasions
like SFD only.

REGIONAL AERAIR :

Asean which had been much in the news lately is
ostensibly an economic and cultural alliance., Never
-theless, we see amcngst its many aims, one
reads 'to achieve regional peace and stability'.
What this means is perhaps best understood in t h e

light of the following factors,

As it is, Asean which popu-
lates some 200m people, is cha-
racterised by a series of bila-
teral arrangements bétween the
US and each member state a n d
between the members state them-
selves.,

During the Vietnam War, Thai
-land was the main spring-board
for US aerial bombardment. Thai
troops also shouldered a great
deal of the ground fighting in
Indochina. Thailand is also link
~ed with maritime South E ast
Asia through longstanding ¢ o-
operation with Malaysia since
the mergency. The border r e-
gion which is inhabited by Red
forces, is particularly u s eful
to both the US and Japan becau-
se an oil pipeline or canal can
be constructed across it as an
alternative to over-dependenc e
on the Straits of Malacca.

In East Malaysia too, there
is cooperation between Maaysian
and Indonesian military and se-
curity armed forces. In b o th
Sarawak and North West Kaliman-
tan, guerilla forces are ver y
strong., Counterinsurgency oper-
ations are also very much need-
ed to 'protect' the real resou-
rces so much needed by the Sta-
tes.

Indonesia and Philippines are
also linked militarily t hrough
their concern over the increas-
ing insurgency in the southern
islands of the Philippines and
in parts of East Indonesia. Du-
ring Suharto's visit to the Phi
~lippines in 1971, contact was
established and have been kept
open ever since. Furthermore,
the Marcos coup in 1972 was cer
-tainly welcomed by Indonesia.

It's also interesting to no-
te that in#énjunction to all
these bilateral arrangements ,
the Asean complex indludes some
in the world e.e.e... example o f
which are Clark Field in the
Philippines and Udorn, Ubon and
U-Tapao in Thailand .... & this
is but the boundary of a US 'de
~fence' structure in the East.
Undoubtedly, it is complex but
all the main links focus on Wash
-ington.

which,

To date also, US strategists
have already speculated upon the
the possibility of raising a
combine Asean force of 50000 &
a fast striking airmobile wunit
of 10 000 deployable anywhere
within the region within 48hcurs
and equipped with 1 500 trucks,
40O helicopters, 500 machinegun
and 2500 radio and communic a -
tion units.

Filipino commentator, Aure-
lio B. Calderon wrote that:

"Should agreement be reached
on the neutralisation scheme &
should neutrality be declared ,
a matter ©f common interest t o
Asean, tHen would not the logi-
cal development-of it call for
an Asean military contingency
plan-- to preserve 'neutrality!
? The term 'military pact' will
naturally be avoideds But who
is to object to 'cooperation for
defence'?n

Taking everything into con-
sideration then, one wonders if
Calderon's 'neutralization' 1is
no more than a preservation o f
the status quo., What then i s
Asean really all about? And
where does the US feature?

Let us examine the economi ¢
relations between Asean and the
other economic powers. For both
Japan and Western Europe, Asean
is the key to their prosperity.
We know for a fact that bot h
these countries have enormously
valuable assets in the region
that they cannot afford to lose
« But the one who seems to b e
primarily dependent upon us is
the United States.

Firstly, with the depletion
of her own resources, she has to
turn more and more to the ou t-
side world for these. Secondly,
there is growing trade & invest
-ment links with Asia. Accord-
ing to the US Department of Com
-merce, American trade with A-
sia and Oceania was running at
an annual rate in 1973 mo r e
than 1/3 greater than that with
Latin America. By lute '?73, Asia
had become the second largest
trading partner outside of No~
rth America. America condu ¢ t s
somewhat larger trade with West

Europe but Asian trade with the
US has been escalating. For eg.,
in '55, exports to western Europe
totalled §5.1b., about double
that to Asia. By '70, exports to
Europe had risen to 14.5 (a 3
fold increase ) as compared t o
Asia where exports had risen to
10b. (a 4 fold incr.)

On the imports side, America
bought some 9.6b from Asia, and
this amount was exceeded only by
that bought from West Europe and
Canada., By this time, exports to
Asia had already exceeded that to
Canada. Quite visible then is the
day when US trade with Asia will
easily overtake that with W. Eur-
Op€.s..s..for after all, we have
the people, the territory and the
potential wealth.

In terms of investment too ,
the same tend can be perceived.
America firms in Asia are to be
found everywhere and Singapore
itself is the far East h e a d-
quarters of many a US corpora-
tion. Just the book value of these.
investments is sufficient to make
us aware of how vested Americ an
interests are locally. By '69 ,
she had invested some ‘1.2 b in
Japan, 741m. in the Philippines,
and more than a billion in oth-
er Asian and pacific countries.
Sales of US manufacturers in Jap-
an soared from 380m. to 2bin 7
years ( from 61 to 68 ). In the
Philippines, it rose from 160 m
to 410m in the same period. Un=-
doubtedly, these t®ends have not
ceased to mpve in the same direct
-ion since then.

Equally interesting is the
amount America spends on arms vis
a vis Asia. Generally speaking ,
America is well-known for her war
economy, that is dependence o n
military. spending to support her
ecinimic sector. How intractable
and unadaptable is her military-
dependent industrial sector and
how far does Asia feature in th-
is ? Note also that an answer to
such a question is inevitably
tied up to her dependence upon raw
material and her balance of pay-
ments. How then is American
military expenditure allocated
and rationalised???
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Recently, there were a large number of reports
the Black and White leaders of Rhodesia and also the clashes between T h e Government
forces and the Black Guerillas. Below is an article giving the historical and p o 11
-tical background of Rhodesia and it is hope that the readers can have a be t ter

understanding of the Rhodesia affair.

Makalonka — the landl of the Sun

In the 13th century, there is an
ancient country standing on the present
day Rhodesia, The lccal people called
this country ‘'Makalanka', which means
'the country of the sun'. The tales of
‘Makalanka' has been widely circulated
among the Portuguese sailors, In the
15th century, the Portuguese arrived at
the East of Africa and undergone great
difficulties to find 'Makalanka'. Their
hard work is not for adventure-sake nor
for archaelogical interest; it 1is be-
cause the tale about Mekalanka a 1 s o
mentioned the existence o £ a galden
hill., It was believed that gold were
used as tiles and bricks by the people
there. However, they did not have any
luck.

In 1888, the British Colonists act-
ually strike gold there -- not a golden
hill but a gold mine. Golé attracted a
large number of colonialist but a i1 s o
brought great misery to the local peo-
ple. The country of the sun was named
Rhodesia, after an outstanding colonia-
list in the year 1895. The mystery of
the country of the sun was never solved
until this century when a group of ex-
plorers accidentally found a very a n-
cient and glamorous castle., This found-
ing confirmed the existence of t h e
country of the sun.

The Castle OF Stene— Zowbobwe

The stone castle found is a very
large and magnificient one. It has an
inner wall and an outter wall. Its

walls are all very high (up to 1lm) and
are made of gigantic slabs of stone.The
city is over 1200 years old and yet re-
mains largely undamage. From the ocoén-
struction of this castle one can imag-
ine how glorious was the civilisation
of the people then,

N ot only was the existence of a
comparatively advanced civilisation in
the ancient days in Rhodesia confirmed
by the founding of this stone castle ,
it also heightened the spirit of t h e
Africans (Black) and increased their
confidence in their struggle for inde-
pencence. -The Whites used to claim that
Africans are barbaric and wuncivilised.
They claimed to be the saviour of the
hopeless Black-sinners and treated them
as only something slightly more than an
animal, After a long time,some Africans
began to lose confidence and Dbelieved
in what the Whites claimed.

In local language, the term for
stone castle is Zimbatwe. This explains
the reason for the local people choos-
ing the name Zimbabwe for their  home-
lard. On the other hand, the name Rho-
desia smacks of insult to the Africans.
To the Africans, the term " Rhodesia "
runs in parallel with colonialism, ex-
ploitation and racism.

Raciol iscrivimatis

At present, South Africa and Rho-
desia are the 2 main leading countries
which openly adopts a racist policy. In
Rhodesia, the 5% White of the total po-
pulation of 6 millions are controlling
more than half of the country's culti-
vable land. The Whites are able to con-
trol the couhtry's richest land a n d
live luxuriously while the Blacks are
living the lives of slaves.

The Blacks were chased away f r om
the land in which thev have been culti-
vating for generation.s and forced t o
live in the 'protected village'. In the
protected village, the Blacks can hard-
ly survive with the miseratle piece of
land allocated to them. thermore the
burden of all kinds of taxes and unbe-

THE SUNSET OF RM@@@SM
THE BPAMWM ZIMBARBMIE

regarding talks between

lievdable expensive daily necessities
are added onto their shoulder.

Unalle to survive, many Blacks are
forced to go into the cities +to become
miners of Whites' coal mine, agricul-
ture workers of Whites' farms and work-
ers of Whites' factoriés. They are the
source of cheap latour. However, 1 t
must be mentioned here that the Blacks

are not free to move arourd. They need
to apply for a permit ard had to return
to the 'protected village' a f t er a
certain period.

It is only when they have obtained
employment that the Africans are permi-
tted to stay in the city or the high
grasslard in Central Zimbabwe. Even so,
their homes are restricted to the under
facilitated slump or the slave camp, lo-
cated in the Whites' farms., All of them
must carry an identity card and some of
the mary other documents (there are up
to 27 kinds ) all the time. ( Or else they
will be detained.) It is even stated in
Rhodesian law that Africans are not per-
mitted to work as train driver , teacher ,
engineer, etc,

All the best facilities are meant only
for the Whites. Not only are the hotels |,
restaurants restricted to the Whites, even
public facilities such as the sport field,
entertainment centres are closed t o
Africans. Blacks and Whites have separate
seats in public vehicles, in parks and they
line in separate queue in post office, th-
eatre, railway stations etc. Even their
grave yards are separated.

Besides all those discriminatory laws,
the %conomic discrimination plays a even
greater role in maintaining White supremacy
in the Rhodesian society. A White farm wor-
ker or factory is paid 20 ( TWENTY ) times
the wage of a Black worker. Due to the wide
economic gap, the white children can afford
better education whereas the Black children
receives, at most, 'education enough t o
be a servant,'

Obviously, blacks are not admitted t o
the government administration. The White-
controlled parliament also passed various
acts which allows the police to check
on any African at any time, ege. the rebel-
lion act, subversive activities act, se-
curity act, public order ordinance etc..
In the eyes of the white racist, the Afri-
cans are not human beings, thatis why the-
re i's no need to pay
any attention to their plight and their
political economical, social and education-
al rights, The white children a r e a 11
taught to take Africans to be something
8lightly more than monkeys and are onl y
for cheap labour. They accepted white rac-
ism and became down-right raciste.

The Sunset Of Rhiodesia

The beginning of 20th century saw the
defeat of the natives' resistance by t h e
imperialist Bristish armye. As soon as the
British have gained control of Rhodesia, a
nationalist and colonialist mov em e n t
beg’ins.

The earliest organisation form was the

Rhodesia Native Association followed by the

Commercial and Industrial Workers Congress.
Both these organisation has popular support
and their members are very widespread thr-

oughout the country. However, their mai n
activities are only involved in protest and
petition. Their leaders of these organisa-
tions are still hoping for the Briti s h
gentlemen who always shout about h um a n
rights and democracy to change their minds
and return the rights of the Africans.

After many decades of hard work, these
organisations did not improve the situation
of Rhodesia and in fact it has worsen. In
1930, the White government began to enforce
its "Land Distribution Act" and robbed away
vast area of land from rightful owners, the
Africans.

Thepopular parliamentary struggle, al-
though unable to change the situation, has
greatly increased awareness among the peo-
ple. The blacks seeing that this form o f
struggle .would never bring about r e a 1
changes began to take a new form of stru-
ggle., In 1961, the Zimbabw e African Peo-
ples Union (ZAPU) was formed followed by a
even more militant Zimbabwe A f r i c an
National Union(ZANU) in 1963.Both ZAPU and
ZANU took and are still taking arm struggle
as their main form of struggle again s t
racism and colonialism.

In 1964, Ian Smith took over the pol-
itical power from the British and began one
or the most cruel and dictatorial reign in
the whole world. Strikes, protests and de-
monstrations broKe up all over Rhodesia a-
nd all peace loving people of the wor 1 d
were pointing an accusing finger at the
regime. Instead of changing higspolicy, Ian
Smith broke away from the Commonwealth(and
almost the rest of the world except South
Africa) and further suppress the resistan-
ce movement.Black demonstrators were smash-
ed (by bullets of course) and many black
leaders were detained. However, he did not
realise that this is also the beginning of
the end of his regime,

At+the barious camps in the Northern
region of the country and in Zambia, small
groups of guerillas were formed. They have
under-gone extremely difficult conditions
(unsuitability of the forest for living a-
nd also attacks from the white army) and
very slowly, the forces of the guerillas
grew. In 1968,a big clash between the gue-
rillas and the white army shocked the whole
world into realising the might of the gue-
rillas.

The independence of Mozambique in 1975
greatly encouraged the people in ZimbabWe.
They were the parallel between the Frelino
(front for the liberation o f Mozambique)
and their ZANU and ZAPU.

In 1976, the power of the guerillas in-
creased significantly. A ré¢liableestimation
of the strength: 1500 operating i n the
Rhodesia/Mozambique border alone, 10000 in
training, many others in other operational
region., The Rhodesian army 1 s membered
13 000, half Africans, half whites. Natur-
ally, most of the Africans have not the
will to fight at all and even the white
army have lost all Africans in face a com-
petely hostile African nation. This situa-
tion is similiar to that of Vietnam where
50 000 Americans armed with the most sophi-
scated weapon in the world fought the NLF.

Continue on page 10
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MATERIALS

FOR

DIGCEST

Destination — Oek/ition
Of Human Society??

It is £t h e historical
wheel t h a ¢ we are
travelling with., From
Ape to man, frem m a
t o slave society, t
Feudal society , t
celonial society 4, t
capitalist society ,
t hat is our present
society new , and from
here t o where ?77? If
we centinue € e drive
in the same direction
a s the present trend
o f society is heading
where will we land in?
The answer %o is of no
mystery but predictab-
le unless we refuse to
awaken ourselves t o
look forward t e where
we are heading.

P oo

"The picture showing a
woman trying t o save
h er husband f rom
committing suicide b y
jumping into the river
while , ironically , a
cyclist nonchalant ab-
out the life and death
o f the man, passed by
the couple whe are i n
trouble " w a & what
appearadin the
Straits T i m e quite
seme time ago, This is

a sign of the
degrading society w e
are heading, If acci-
dents accur in t h e

present. American High=
way, we w i 1 1 never
expect b y = passing

vehicles t o stop and
give a 1 i f t to the
injured, f o r fear of
courting troubles o r
robbery, T h i s is
because w hen the
injured man is sent to
a hospital, it is
required t o paya
deposit first before
any trgament i 6 gi-
ven,This i s what w e
are gearing towards; a
diminishing in the se~
nse of humanity,

A man walking in t h e
street in London, will
bring just enough mon-
ey to satisfy the rob-
bers in case of a hold
=up. A man has toleave

his house with the
light on so thatpeople
will not know that the
house is enpty.Teurict
and women are advised
to walk in the bright-
est streets in thetouwn
for fear of robberies
and rapes.Children are
forbidden to mix with
friends for fear of be
-ing mislead into tak-
ing drugs and s 6 o n
These sense of o ur
Fear and uncertainties
in our life which were
not experienced by eur
earlier generations is
what we are and going
to suffer in our f u t
U T 8,

From T.V., film shous,
books and so on, if is
cemmon to find stories
protraying mod e rn
society families, I f
we will t o seeriously
think it ever, we will
be able to find that
the family relations
are none other t h an
quarelling over money,
disrespect of. e a c h
other, or over t he
unhealthy activities
of the present society
Typical examples a r e
husbands havingaffairs
with other women, chil
-dren taking drugs,
daughters and sons not
caring about their ald
folks and so on, Yhere
on earth can we find
story like the parents
striviny so hard to
take care of their che
ldren and bto educate
them; film show reflec
=ting parental leve to
the extend of sacrify-
ing their life just to
bring happiness to the
family. At present this
sense of concern a n d
willingness to contri=
bute to thehappiness of
others is only confined
to a small group of pe-
ople, and yet we cannet
even retain tiis little
hit+ ~f humanity in our

present society, I rem
-ember when I was sma=

— SIMoN

11, we were living i n
a wooden house in a v=
illage, Sitting around
in the cempounds outs=
ide our house chatting
with eur neighbours w=

as then t h & papular
night activity after
dinner. 0 u r gatents

would start talking ab
-out things happening

in the world, within
the village, in space
and so on with n o 1i
-mit to thediscussien,
Kids like us would the
=n sit around and list
-en, Whenever there is
any big ocassion e r

festival, excess food
was always passed t o
the neighbeurs t e be
shared with, The frien
-dships among the kids
were good, because w e
played games, studi ed
and sometimes even eat
tegether. Those were
the human relation whi
-ch we enjeyed in the

past and it is just a

picture that I can re-
call and never again
will I be able to find
it in the present flat
that I am living.

All the above phenome=
na I cited are b u t a
part of the many symp-
toms of the degrading
socisty, If T will t o
cite all, i t may not
take m e hundred sheet
of papers but infinite
number of pages .

We are mow in a socie=-
ty where we are free
to compete with eac h
other., It is a sociéty
where material enjoy
-menﬂis leoked upon ef
great importance than
human relation . Since
young , we were taught
te make u s e of and
exploit other s rather
than helping and levi-
ng one another. T h e
system makes us selfish
jealous ever eur frie—
nds, and compete with
them, If pessible , we
will even go te the ex

-tend of trampling ove
-r others making them

seem minute and:gurself
as someone high abeve,.

A society that taught.

us that you are a Neg-

roes and he i s UWhitE
and thus must kill one
anetherj and he is
Muslim and they ar e
Christain and thusuill
never get along togeth
-er, All this meant to
divide the peeple and
making them easier t. o

R S°BEE2itsdnete 878

are just like mechanic
-al rebets, preducing
more wealth fer t h e

rich bessas, insteadef
wetking hard te bring
pregress and happiness
to our fellew commen
people which include
our parents, relatives
friend and so on ,

It then appears that
we are in a quite help
-less situation, pess-=
imistic about our fut-
ure, But no, we sheuld
not, If we will tolosk
back at History, we wi
=11 find that History
has proven to us that
men can change the wer
=lde It is people that
is the main motive fo-
rce in turning the
historical wheel, W e
understand that when
the slaves were awaken
-ed, there were slaves
uprisings, Wien t h e
exploitation by t h e
landlords was realised
by the peasants, there
come peasants revolts,
The struggle o f t h e
people against the col
-onislists are also ex
-ples of the abilityef
men in changing their
society to a better
one ;3 to a less exploi
-tative one. So long
as we realise and reco
-nise the faultsef the

present and future soc
-iety and have the det
-ermination to oiange,
their history will be
on our side,

4HE TrRut SToRY OF

XX PRIMARY 5CHOOL . . ...

As usual, the students of xX
Primary school go streaming 1la-
zily through the newly painted
school gate just before the bell
rings at 7.45 am, After 2 months
or so of holiday, all those lit-
tle faces seem to show a sign of
unwillingness as they walk slow-
ly through the school g a t e s
Sometimes a teacher walks in and
is greeted by her students but
few of the teachers are so 'for-
tunate' --- the students prefer
to stand at least 5 yards away
from them and if possible , be-
hind some trunks or pillars. As
soon as they meet each other the
little boys and girls started
talking about everything, film-
shows, new bags, new uniform and
books, how thé holidays had been
spent, homeworks etc. It's ama-
zing to see those children orga-
nising themselves in seconds and
started playing hide and seek ,
ballon, police -and thief, etc.

Suddenly!.ceceencoces

"Ringggg..." and the lively
scene was freezed for a second
or two. Then talking stops, the
police went to pick u p their
bags, the thieves started to
tuck in their shirts, those who
are hiding crept out from their
hide-our...... No more laughter,
shouting and screaming .... only
sighing and cursing and an occa-
sional speech. As everybody was
lining up for the morning assem-
bly, the prefects marched out to
the school gate to book those
offenders (late comers), regard-
less of their reasons.

The flag raising was.accompa-
nied by stiff singing of the Na-
tional Anthem a n d immediately
after these, the Principal made
his appearance. " Good morning
students ¢¢..." began the prin-
cipal and as usual, he first re-
minded the students about t h e
paying of the fees within a few
days or elses.eeese Next, he men-
tioned about last year results..
++ and as usual, he brought out
his favourite topic --- TUITION,
He warned all those with poor
results and wanted all of them
to get a tutor, by hook or by
crook, After some other items
and what not, he announced that
one of the school students, Kok
Kiong, had won the National You-
th Championship: "We are honour-
ed to have students like him" ,
he claimed, "and I want all o f
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you to learn from him." Proba-
bly, he had just forgotten that
the same Kok Kion is one of the
naughtiest student in the school
and he had caned him during a
number of occasions.

After standing in the field
for more than 20 mins. the stu-
dents moved anxiously back t o
the class rooms. Once they reach
-ed the rooms, the talking began
again and the classrooms w e r e
filled with a warm atmosphere.
Amidst all the noise a loud whi-
sper, "Hey! teacher's coming !
teacher's coming!" These few
works worked 1like magic  spell
and everyone started rushing for
their chairs, Within a few sec-
onds the whole class became dead
silence.

"Klok, klok, klokeeeso" t h e
sound of the high heel shoes can
be heard from far to near. The
new teacher is a very young one
and she is wearing a very short
mini-skirt. (Of course it w a s
net a foot above the knee but it
was the shortest allowable len-
gth for a teacher, I guessS....)
When the teacher arrived t h e
class stood up an d murmured
something like " Good morning
teacher". The teacher then or-
dered the class to be seated and
she informed them that she is to
be the form teacher, Miss Wong.
Then she proceeded; " I am yowr
teacher in English and Science &
I want to warn you that I will
be very strict. I want all o f
you to come in clean school uni-
forms. Also, all the regular ru-
les will have to be followedees.
Now, I will appointeeces hmecese
ah! you there ! you will be ‘the
class monitor." ( Pointing t o

the tallest boy in the class ,
Chee Kong. )
Believe it or not, Miss Wong

took out a little lockable '"safe

" from hér bag and put it onto
her desk. "Monitor!" she conti-
nued, '"'now I am going to t h e

Principal's office and if anyone
talks or leaves his seat, y o u
take down their names, you un-
derstand!"

"Yes teacher,'" answer C h e e
Kong.

Despite of her threat, t h e
children started talking and
running again, The monitor began
his hunt for some of his worse

enemies and jotted down their na

enemies and jotted down their

names., His friends were spared
of course, Suddenly a young
looking male popped into the

class and the commotion stopped.
Most of the students know this
sir, Mr. Chew., He is very popu-

lar among the students because
he treated them like friends.

"Boys and girls," he began,
"Please be silent for a while,
you know it is very bad for you
all to make s0 much noise b e-
cause you will disturb the other
students in the school. If you
want to talk, talk softly. And
don't run about, OK?

"0,K,!" shouted the class.

After Mr. Chew left the class
the students began to whisper
softly with occasional shouting,
Moments later, Miss Wong return-
ed with a few books.

"Where is the list, monitor?"
asked Miss Wong.
Chee Kong handed her a 1list of
12 students.

"Sok Lan, Seow Béng, Ahmad...
eo'" called the teacher, " I want
each of you to take 5 ¢, line up
here and put the coin into t h e
tin."-

"Teacher, I .only talked soft-
1yeeees”

"Teacher, my rubber dropped."

"Teacher, I Never talked...."

"Teacher, monitor also talked

cece"

"Teacher, No MONeYyeesossoecss

However all the explanation &
protest were to no avail.

"Those who got no money, bri-
ng tomgrrow!" exclaimed the tea-
cher, "and since you all made so
much noise, I want all of you to
write 'I WILL- BEHAVE MYSELF I N
CLASS' one thouSand lines a n d
don't forget to leave a line!"

"Why must leave a line?" Sok
Lan asked.

This question surprised Miss
Wong for a while and she obvious
-ly cannot tell them that s h e
also does not know why. However,
being a trained teacher, she was
quick to regain her posture and
replied, "because it looks nicer
that way."

Continue on page 10
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Recently same

and made hell ef a
of noise, He

stick eut their
tical leaders of

I was simply
He ceuldn't be

te stick out

quys appsared in the TV

sheuted
and yelled that Singa-
pore's yeuth leaders te
necks,
"If net by 1980 er 1990
» she weuld lack peli-

calibre,"he said. Well,
puzzled.

crazy
because nuts den't get
their places in the TV,

I msan yoeu and I
any Tom, Dick and HKarry
(especially Harry) know
jolly well what it mean
your neck

in Singapore: Of ceurse
s literally yeu do net
actually get them chep
of f === it mipht be
worse, Well, talking a=-
bout political leaders
of good calibre we nesve
er lack any. Mest o f
them wers put in their
right place. (If you do
not believe me, go ask
your grandma. )

But then, the puzzle
still remains, why did
that smart alack asked
'youth leaders' te sti+
ck eut their necks?

‘After thinking f o r
three days and nights ,

5TIGK OUT YOUR NOSE - T 5AY.

- AH SEOWN

(no sleeping and no eat
~-ing) finally, Eureka!!
I've found it! Must be
that his English is te-
rribly horrible, He ha-
ve mistaksn nose f o r
neck, What he actually
meant was " stick out
your nese " ( and per-
haps with the ho 1l e s
ready so that it would
save them time in get-
ting the ropes on them)
and not 'stick out your

neck', Don't yeu think
I ought to be awarded
the Nebel Prize for

such an incredible dis=
covery? Anyheuw, den't
bother to propose me ,
I mean thanks anyuway.

~

THERE ARE THotE )

There are those ceececee
Living, but they are dead
There are those eeeeee
Dead, but they live on

There are those cecoee

Riding high atop the people,
Oh! How great am I !

There are those scecse

Head bowed, like willing oxen
They serve the people

There are those ceecee

Who inscribe their names on stone slabs,
Seeking vain glory

There are those ceeees

Who rather flourish as wild grass,
Awaiting the Prairie fire

There are those

Whose very life,

Prevent others from living
And there are those ¢eseee

Who live,

That others might live better,

Those that ride high atop the people,

They will be mauled down!

Those who serve as willing oxen,

They will always be remembered by the people!

Those that inscribe their names on stone slabs,
Their very names stink

Much worse than a rotten corpse!

As for the wild grass,

So long as the soft wind of Spring blows,

They sprout up everywhere!

Those whose very life prevent others from living,
Their days are numbered,
And their fate sealed!
Those who live that others might live better,
They never perish,
Always honoured by the people, they live on,
A shining example for all!
—0SCAR

A SALUTE T0 THE HEROIC THAI STUDENTS

It was only 3 years ago

When I first saw your pictures in the papers
300 000 students, workers and farmers
Facing the machine guns and yet so bold

I shared your victory, your happiness
When the cruel regime was overthrown

y,

YVOCABULARY

Academy

P
1LY

'-:3"'1- K
7 i 8,
LA

THE ANCIENT Athenian
here Theseus once carr=-
ied off Helen ef Sparta
(who was later carried
off by Paris, thus
starting the Trojan
War),-and Helen 's bro-
thers, Castor and Poly=-
deuces, went seasdhing
for her, Another Athen=
ian, Academus, revealed
her hiding place, For
this reason, during the
wars between Athens and
Sparta, the Spartans

'l?~?i
i, 4k

-

(who held Castor and
Polydeuces in special
honor) aluays spared the

site of the estate of
Academus (about a mile
northwest of  Athens)
whenever they invaded

Athenian territory. This
estate, the "Academsia"

became a symbol of peace
in a war=torn time,

Plato lived near the
Academeia and resorted
to that pleasant place
with his students, There
he taught for 50 years
and his successors for
another 800, The Academy
(as we call it) was the
most famous schael of
antiquity, and  some
schools still call them=
selves academies today
as a result, Usually,
the term is now applied
to college preparatory
Sch“ls.

The term academic is
applied to anything per=-
taining to these acad=-
emies, particularly to
the type of learning
they enceuraged. Because
Plato's philosophy was
highly theoretical and
abstract and did not
concern itself with prac
tical everyday matters
an "academic" question
has now come to mean one
orie that has no prac-
ical meaning, that is of

theoretical interest
only.
Other ancient philo-

sophers also 1left the
names of their places of
teaching in the lang=-
vage. Aristotle used to
teach in a gymnasium
called the Lykeion, now
called Lyeceums It was
named in honor of a near-

by temple to Appollo in
his capacity
killer," As such, he was

called "Lykeios" pro=-
bably from the Greek
"lykos" (wolf). So ly=-

ceum is still used today
for a school or lecture
hall, It is less popular
than academy in America
but in
for what we call a high
school is lycee.

Again, the philosopher
Zeno, taught in Athens
at a place called Stoa
Poikile ("painted porch"
in Greek). His
of philosophy was termed
stoicism because of it,
Since
the vay to happiness was
to aveid undue emotion ,

person who does not
show his emotions is
a gtoic to this

called
day.

<p

as "wolf

France the word

Editorial Board

school

Zeno teught that

Views expressed in signed articles do not
necessarily represent those of the

£

You have led your people to stand up
And fight for a just and truthful goal

Now again I saw you
Hanging from trees with blood all over your body
Already dead and yet the beating continued

And they even burnt your body

Yes, for you they have so much hatred
And we have even greater love

For they are the facists, the murderers
And on your side are all the people

Fire is raging in my heart

For you are students just like me
Seeking justice with an untainted heart

Though my courage and determination are far weaker

Let the fire within me burn

Let the buried volcano erupts in me
For all of them are ready to follow your path
To burn away the enemy of the people

And before I step onto the new journey
Let me pay my respect and honour --- A Salute.

Corporal Lu

than thee
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Continued from page 7
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The lesson of Vietman has taught u s
that the support of the people is the dec-
ising factor in deciding a war. In case of
Rhodesia, the blacks who have suf fered
great misery for decades are yearning for
the change. They are completely hostile a-
gainst Smith's army. Darkness will be over
soon and brightness will shine on the lane
of the sun, The sunset of Rhodesiamu s t
come and following it, will be dawn o f
ZIMBABAVE,

Note well ;

Recently, in the Commonwealth summit held
in England, many of the Commonwealth lea-
ders have once again tried to influence
the Nationalist to put down their arms and
talk, Apparently they seemed to be peace=-
loving (even though many of them are famous
for their brutality) but if we were to
think more deeply and carefully we would
be able to see that this would be fatal.
The consequence of laying down their arms
would be a total failure and b y carrying
on their arm struggle they would have total
successe. What is behind the masks of 'pea-
ce~loving' is obvious and needs n o exp-
lamtions, History of China, Indonesia, Ph-
illipines , Malaya etc, has taught t he
people of Zimbabwe and they will definite-
ly learn their lesson well,

00000000000000000000000006000000000000%

Continued from page €

To put a stop to all these

ercise books also like want
to eat people like that,

ble with the duster.

4 a, by, ¢, dy eeeceseeX,

questions, Miss ‘iong took o u t
her textbook and ordered t h e
class to take out their new text
books., Instantly, a number of
hands shot up and 'no text books
teacher' can be heard everywhere
« "Wnat no text book?!" exclaim-
ed Miss VWong, "No text book come
to school for what?"

Silence.

"Okay, this time you all sha-
re, next time those who have no
textbook get out of my classl"

Dragging of chairs.
Ms Wong started reading t h e
booKeasos

At a corner of the classroom,
Sok Lan, Kim Chuan and Teck
Leong were whispering t o each
other. Only Kim Chuan has a book

TL: This teacher damned fierce ,
always shout in class.

KC: Why you all never buy books?

TL: Now my mother don't h a v e
money yet, wait until end of
month then can,

KC: Ya nowadays the books are so
expensive, the price of ex-

SK: My brother told me last time
they always buy second hand
books or use older brothers!
and sisters' books. They all
damn long then change once.
Now every year also change
and every year also must buy
once.,

TL: You know why want to change
or not?

KC: How do I know?

SK: Make money lah stupidececees

TL: Shh.. teacher 100KkinNgesssoes

One week later, in another
class in XX school.

Ringeeeso

It's time for the next lesson
and as usual, shouting, sigh of
relieve, talking, throwing down
of books and pencils could b e
heard. It's a small wonder that
this is not a hard labour camp
run by the SS but a school in a
democratic island. Before they

have time enough to stretch the-
ir arms, the Maths teacher, Miss
Tan, is already banging the ta-

"Good afternoon teacher'" came
the weak and lifeless greeting
as if everyone had taken sleep-
ing pills.

"Duty boy, rub the blackboard

" exclaimed the tescher and the

poor little boy carried the

chair to the blackboard and
started to clean the blackdoard
with all his might. He was al-
ready thankful that the teacher

did not scold him for not rub-

bing the board before she comes

in. After the laborious task was
over, Ms Tan started her lesson

on 'multiplication with 5 & 10',.

Within minutes she finished the

lesson. "Any question?"

Silence.... although many still

do not understand.

TL: Teacher, how to do last week

no. 5 E?

Ms Tan: Last week no 5 E, why
didn't you ask me earli-
er? If everybody is also
like you, my life will
be shortened by 10years.
Go and ask your tutor.
If there isno ot her
question, do exercise no

¥, 2, and hand up by
next Monday. I don't wa-
nt any of you to divide
the page and all of you
will use only the right
hand side of the page ,
leave the other side for
corrections. After every
question, leave a line.

Ringgg (time to go home).

The whole school is in a tre-
mor. Everybody is in a hurry to
go home. Some are hungry, others
wanted to do their Mathematics,
English, Science, Chinese, some
in a hurry to play games, others
hurrying to their fathers stalls
to help out.

Writer's note:

Whether there is a primary sch-

0ol with the name of XX or not I
do not know. (Hopefully there
isn't). Miss Tan, Miss Wong are
common names and so are Sok Lan,
Teck Leong and Kim Chuan. T h e
writer hopes to hear criticisms

from the reader. ( Don't send
summons., )
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INTRODUCTION

Roots is a book but is more than a
book., It is a book which topped the
USA best sellers list. It is = hook
which a few months after bein~ p u b-
lished, was reprinted 14 tirmees., It is
a book which is now includecd as part
of the literature syllaius for over
200 US universities. After Seing flim-
ed into an 8 hours TV seriec, = cCc T e
than half the American population have
seen it. Roots also troke the rccord
ratings in the history of all American
Network.,

In Sincapore, despite its 633nages
and price of $9.60, it rankesd among
the top best selling books in FPH and
0llei Bookshop for months. Eriefly ,
Roots is a story of generations of A-
merican negroes from the time of their
ancestor in Africa to the present day.
The author Alex Haley was in search of
his own origin, his Roots.

% NORTH AMERICA AND SOUTH AMERICA WAS
USED AS IT IS CONVENIENT. IT ACTUAL=-
LY MEANS THE NORTHERN ARD SOUTHERN
PART OF THE PRESENT U.S.A.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The period recordecd in Roots w a s
between 1750 and pre:zent day, a period
of 200 years. In 1750 many European
countries have already developed their
capitalist economy into an imperialist
stace and they have colonised ma n vy
country including those in the Ameri-
can continent.

Both northern snd southern USA are
of agriculture-based country and capi-
talism is only at its infant stage.

The European plundered the 1 a n d
belonging to the Red Indians and kill-
ed most of them. Howevcr, the 1 a n d
occupied was so large that there is
insufficient hands in the field. This
is the reason for the bloody and inhu-
man slave=trade.

In 1775, the people of 13 English
colonies in America foucht f o r in-
dependence and by 1787 they joined wup
to form the USA. Capitalism developed
in the Northern America whereas due to
political and geographicsl factors |,
Southern America remains laqﬁely feu-
dalistic. With the expansion of indus=-
tries, more and more labour resources
are required for the industry. Also at
the sametime, slaving of negroes was
opposed vehemently by progressive for-
ces both within and outside America.

Under such situation, the cepital-

ist turned their attention towards the
labour force tied down in the South .
They understand that once freed, the
negroes would definitely move north-
ward into the land which they h a v e
long admired. Thereafter we have t h e
famous civil war between the HNorthern
and Southern America which ended with
the declaration of 'Emancipation o f
Blacks in America’'.

THe STORY o« «..

Roots is not a thriller but at
times you would find it hard to p u t
down. Roots contains a great deal of
2lcod and tezrs and every single page
is en accusation of racism and barbar-
ity of a 'civilised' people.

The story begins with vivid des~
cription of an 'uncivilised' village
called Juffure, in Gambia,West Africa.
Trne pecple living there belongs to the
Mandinkas =:ribe who are staunch belie=-
vers of Islamism. Through chapter 1 to
chaptar 32 we caw the development o f
Kunta Kinte in the Mandinkas' society,
He was capturad at the age of 16 by
the White slave-traders and then broug

the White slave-traders and t h e n
brought by ship to America d ur i n g
which he suffered immense hardship and
humiliation, He was then solcd to a pl=-
anvation owner to work in the field.
Kunta tried to escape many times and
each time he was caught and tortured.
His Last attempt ended with one of his
foot chopped off and he was saved by a
doctor called John Waller. He was rea-
sonebly treated (as far as a slave is
concerned) at John Waller's plantation
and started to get along with other
slaves, During this time he h e ar d
a great deal about the slave rebellion
and he could also felt the oppressive
atmnsphere on a slave, but he did not
escape. After many yesars at the plant-
ztior he married the house-cook, Bell,
and gave birth to 8 girl w h o m she
called Kitty. Kitty was sold away, de-
spite Kunta and Bell's pleading, teo a
Tom Lea when she helped signed a false
pass for her boyfriend who attempted
to escape to the North but instead was
arrestecd. Poor Kitty at the age of 16
was immediately raced by her new mas=-
ter Tom Lea who was a poor white w h o
had just made some money through cock-
fighting and he treated his slaves cr=-
uelly. Kitty gave birth to a boy whom
was called George.

Ceorge had many children and they
were only frezec when George became a
grancfather. Even though 'freecd' there
was discrimination and inequality.
George and his family worked on a n d
continued to work hard for a living...

(There are quite a number of changes
in the TV series, making it more exci-
ting and dramatic.)

AFTER READING ROOTS

In Roots, there are descriptions
of a 'backward', 'uncivilise' wvillage
of the Mandinkas on one hand and the
description of the 'civilise and de-
veloped' society of the white Ameri-
cans. It is not difficult for us to
compare them and see the complete na-
ture of tne 'fittest survive' type of
society.

The first and foremost characteri-
stic of Juffre is the deep understand-
ing among its people and their strong
moral values. People lived closely to-
gether and they respect each other .
There is little greed and competition.
The young ones in Juffure were taught
to appreciate the importance of col-
lectivism in which each individual
must play their own part. They wer e
taught to discipline themselves and
not to be selfish,

On the other nand, in the 'civili-
sed' wo?ld, the students are not only
taught that "only the fittest will go
up" but were forced to trample on
others if they want to be respected by
their family and relatives. We can see
the deterioration of moral values o f
the 'mcderm people' and the alienation
of the urban population, Yet we are
toeld that they are civilised.

In Juffure there are also 'slaves'
but the:r slaves are hardly slaves at
all because the commission of the se-
niors in Juffure would ensure his well
being and fair treatment b y his ow-
ners.

In the 'civilised' world, slaves
are treated no better than dogs. The
owners raped their female whenever he
pleases, kill their male if he breaks
one af his many rules and there is no
freedom of speech, no freedom of marr-
iage, no freedom of religion etc. They
are but properties of their owners.

In Roots, Alex Haley tored d o w n
the mask of those solemn faces we see
in the churches on Sunday and exposed
their true colour as a racist, sadist
and exploiter. He shows us that aven
a relatively kind-hearted m a n 1like
John Waller would be ready to sell -
way any of his 'niggers' or even shoot
them if he found that they are werking
against the interest of the slave ouwn-
ing class. (The case of Kitty i s a
good example.) The case of 0'George, a
poor White, confirmed that racism i s
actually a root for economic exploit=-
ation, 0'George is a poor White w h o
had to beg for a living. He begged
from Chicken Geerge's family and later
stayed on with them.

Although he was later employed by
his master to be an 'overseer' ( a su-
pervisor ) he did not change his atti-
tude towards the black. Instead of su-
pervising, he worked along with them,
His closeness with the black people
was salso shared with his wife.0'George
is not a special case, for, many o f
those fighting in the civil wars are
people who hated slavery of blacks and
apposed to racism.,

IN CONCLUSION

It would be a mistake if we are to
think that racism is already dead i n
USA. It is in fact very much alive and
it exists everyuwhere. Even the‘'noteori-
ou Ku Klux Klan is still openly exis-
ting. Racism is still used as a tool
for economic exploitation. (Refer t o
America! America! by Felix Greene) One
would often wonder, why did the blacks
who contributed so much to the prospe-
rity of USA continue to 1live at the
bottom of the American social struct-
ure.

How long would it last????
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contd from Pege G...US INTERESTS M Asaan

The US National Petroleum
Council has projected that 40 %
of US energy needs will have to
be imported in 1985. This' being
the casey, it would mean that the
outflow of exchange would be a-
bout $36,000m per year as com -
pared to the $2,100m deficit in
the trade balance for energy in
1973+ Contrast to this,the total
exports of goods and services
from the US, adds up to only
66,000mg If it seeks t o support
this growing deficit in the fuel
trade, the US must certainly look
for new overseas markets. To al-
low the deficit in the balance of
trade in fuel alone to reach §5,
000 m, exports must increase cor
-respondingly by about 40%. The
latter figure is something 1like
14 times the total valueof goods
that Japan was moving in the wor
-1d market in 1973. Is such ex-
port expansion feasible even if
it is necessary?

Maybe it is still possible
for the US to expltre alternati-
ve sources of oil, in say, the
natural gas deposits at Yukutsk
in East Siberia or Tyumen in Vest
Siberia. However, the unit cost
of the developed product by this
method is estimated to be about
7 times that of current (but de-

pleting) domestic sources. Back
home in America, peak production
for local sources has bcen gen-

erally recognised as having pass
-ed. It pight be possible to con
centrate on coal or oil shale but
both these forms.of production
are very costly. For example, to
extract 1 barrel of oil from oil
shals would cost $§5 000 as com-
pared to $275 for one barrel from
the Middle East. It appears high
-ly likely then that development
in the exploitation and the use
of oil shale {which would elimi-
nate dependency upon foreign
sourccs ultimately) is not going
to decrease rivalry among the oil

firme to accuire as cheaply a s
possible the current amount o f
0il available. what is decisive
here is not consumer needs s 0

much as what drives business
firms and thecir desire for ever-
increasing profits.

Approximately % of the American
labour force derives it s income
from the Defence Department e x -
penditure, and this income is
becoming more and more dependent
upon Asia. In '70, the total out
-lay for conventional forces (ex-
cluding the costs of the Vietnam
War & the costs of strategic
nuclear weapons) was 44b. Of this
amount, 19b went t o Europe and
16b t o Asia , which means that
Asia creates the second 1largest
regional demand for us non-war
military expenditure. Add to this
the projected full expense of the
Vietnam wer in 69-70, as between
23.2b and 25.4b, and this means
that Asia accounts for 60% of US
milatary expenditure.

Clearly, as 1long as the
American economy deperds upo n
its military and mil-related ex-
penditure, it will corresp ¢ nd-
ingly have to retain control of
Asia. Anc this would apply t o
both Japan ard West Europe at the
same time.

Perhaps however, you question
if the mil-swvecific nature of ame
industry is really so intract-
able? Seymour Melman in his wri-
tings, 'The Economic Corsequence
af Intervention and Disengage-
ment' states that the continued
feather bedding of the American
industry by their defence depart-
ment has so debilitated C 0 n-
tracting industries and so warped
their educational, training &
experimental careers o f a major
part of the labour force tha t
conversion to civilian purposes
is virtually impossible.

Just as important to o ur
understanding of the US vis - a-
vis Asia is the dependence of the
military-industrial complex o n
non-renewable real resources.For
instance, we know that we cannot
make aluminium without bauxite ,
and we cannot make an airplane
without aluminium, and when in
the US, 80 to 90% of the bauxite
supplied comes from foreign
sources, what are the 1logical
consequences? It appears imperat-
ive that the source should never

stop, since the airplane industry
inconjunction with the military
department all depend upon it

quite badly. Moreover, American
import dependence is particularly
acute in those materials., listed
as strategic and critical by the
defence department, and 3/4 s of

these comes from the so-called
underdeveloped nations.
Furthermore, the American

airplane industry has, of 1late,
been America's biggest earner of
foreign exchange. As such, faced
with Japarese and EEC's compet-
ition and her decreasing effic-
iency, the export earning power
of this industry has fallen and
affected considerably her balance
payments. Rising dimport prices
also threatens the fact that US
industry could ever earn suffic-
ient foreign exchange t o ensure
its survival.

Much is at stake in Asia ,
Thailand is a major supplier of
tin and tungsten, Malaysia ex-~
ports iron-ore, tin and bauxite
Indcresia sells tin, and bauxite
and a number of other very nec-
essary raw materials. The Phili-
ppines not only has oil but also
iron. Laos too, as part of Asia,
holds a mountain of iron - o r e
deposits of very pure quality
in Xieng Khoung.

let 's 1look at the
energy crisis. How does it aff-
ect US relations with Asia? To
date, nothing has yet been found
which can possibly alleviate the
pressure of scarcitye The problem
arises mainly because of a
shortage of the fossil fuel, and
because substitutes are unlikely
to be developed to salvage the
situation in time. In the long
run, the energy crisis will un-
doubtably lead to a food crisis.
Today, even the man in the street
is aware of the problem for he
experiences repeated increase s
in petrol prices, and petrol ra-
tioning as well. Well, how then
is all this tied up to the Amer-
ican economic system??

Next,

Given the above factors then,
it becomes meaningful to ask if
the United States could ever
really consider moving out of the
Asia region.

" to be undertaken by
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SU 1s screening 3 fund-raising

filmshows at the Toa Poyah Thea-
tre on Sundays (16th, 23rd and
30th Octe!'?7). The 2 films a r e
'The Great Dictator!(23rd Oct, )
and 'Sacco & Vanzetti! (16th and
30th Oct.)

It is with the aim o f pro-
moting some thought-provoking a-
nd educational films that t h e
project was undertaken, The pre-
sent trend of films in the S'pore
cinemas does not deviate muc h
from the violence, horrors and
cheap thrillers,

The secondary aimsare to maintain contact with the public
§ and to raise funds for Union activities. For the past few
weeks, quite a number of the active Union members had gon e
round house to house, selling tickets in Toa Payoh and other
areas., In this way, the public could get a better picture o f
the Union from the explaination by those memberse.

ASEAN
Conflict in

Cooperalion .....

The Asean economic cooperat-
ion worked out by the economic
Ministers of the Asean countri-
es following the February 1976
Bali Summit appears to be head-
ing towards problems in imple-
mentation. One contradiction is
over the diesel engine project
Singapore
as one of the five Asean indus-

trial projects. The other is
the urea plant undertaken by
Indonesia.

Over the Singapere project,

the Indonesians in particular
are unhappy. A senior official
of Indonesia Mtnistry of Indus-
try said that Singapore was not
showing "good intention" toward:
the Asean by her insistence o n
building a diesel engine f act-
ory to produce engines o f all
capacities.

The Director General for Me-
tal Industry and Machineries-
Suhortoyo, said that Singapore
should accept Indonesia's sug-
gestion that she does not pro-
duce diesel engines under 500
horse-power so as not to damage
the Indonesian market for small
capacity engines because Indo-
nesia now has a thriving small
capacity plant'in Surabaya,East
Java.

As a compromise, Singapore
proposed to do a feasi®ility
study of those engines  between
200-500 horsepower and that In-
donesia would not offer prefer-
ential market access unless she
sO requires.

The marketing of the diesel
engines at Asean level could be
a problem for Singapore. Asit
is, Malaysia is already produc-
ing 300 horsepower engines and
Thailand 20 horsepower types. If
Singapore is to accept the In-
donesian proposal of producing
only 500 horsepower and over en
-gines, it would mean that she
would be catering for only 20%
of the diesel engine demand in
the 5 countries., 80% of the de-
mands are below 500 horsepower,

Over the Asean Urea plan t
undertaken by Indonesia, th e
three major potential buyers,Ma
-laysia, Thailand & the Philip-
pines, were complaining about
the rroposed price of the fer-
tilisers at US$170(S$425) a ton
-ne in 1981, a big increase com
-pared to the precsent price o f
US$140(S$350) a tonnee T h i =
jump in price in 1981 is consi-
dered to be "unrealistic" and
"far too costly" by the three
buyer countries.

The Philippines project, pro
-duction of superphosphates, is
running into difficulty of get-
ting rock sulphur to feed the
plant. As for the Thai Soda Ash
project, there is fear that the
Asian Development Bank which is
approached to do the feasibili-
ty study might subsequently in-
volve itself in the project.

Adapted from FUEMSSO News.

QUOTE <=~

There comes a time in a
man's life where he pre-
fers to have a meaning-
ful death than a meaning-
less life.

—KIM CHI CHA
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Road Safety Campaign

- N& SWEE LAN

In early July this year, the "Road Safety Campaign" ha d taken
on a new turn in Singapore. With the aims of reducing the r o a d
accident and to instil a sense of safety consciousness and social
resporsibilities, hundreds of VCs went on the road to disseminate
and enforce the new ruling of the Pedestrians Crossing Regulations.
Signs were put up everywhere advising pedestrians to cross at de-
signated crossings. Anyone caught not using pedestrians crossing
within 50 metres of one will be punished.

During the grace period, lasting about 2 months, of feuders
were given warnings and also a leaflet telling them the dos an d
don'ts in the new ruling., As from 1st Sept.'77, offenders caught
were made to pay a fines of $10/- during the initial period last-
ing till October, the fines were raised to a minimum of $50/- and
above., School children caught commiting the offence will be sent
to their school authorities to be dealt with accordingly.

After the hulabaloo of the whole publicity and the sweat® hard
work of the VCs, had the message ever been drummed into the minds
of the jaywalkers? Obviously, it didn't seemed to be so for im the
report in ST. 158/i10/77 , more than 10,429 people had already been ca=-
ught, 30 days after the fines had been imposed. And had the c¢ a.mp-
aignbeen successful in cutting down the accident rate? A look into
the New Nation report on 20.7.77, shows an increase in the daily
average for fatal and serious accidents from 6.3 in June to 7.4 in
July --- the month when the campaign was launched.

Lookinginto the way whereby the campaign is carried out, it
does seem to give an impression that Singaporeans nowadays are not
able to take care of themselves on the road. They need to be told
where they are supposed to cross the road and coerced to do so i f
they do not zccept others advice., Had not the many ministerial sp-
eeches and press editorials talked on nothing but punishment., I s
jaywalking really a crime and is punishment the only way to educa=-
te the people?
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Q: lzzvyou ﬁnov-l wgat is the aim o f 55 : éﬁ%‘fﬁ)ﬁﬁ' e {',F'Vj\%ﬁﬁzﬂn “fi” %’ﬂ
Az Itlisc:opitggé accidents and made I‘E] : ﬂ:ﬁﬁ*ﬂé‘—_/i\ﬁ%éﬁ Wj\:]: Wﬁt'ﬁ%ﬂ’g ?
the road safer for pedestrian. s BAXAERL B 9 B REBHEEL R

Q: Do you think this campaign is
necessary?

A: From the statistics, accident ra-
te is quite high, so the ¢ a m=
paign is necessary.
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Q: Do you think this campaign is ef-
fective?

rate, but it all depends on the Q: Do you know the aim of this cam— XEZH— LT 0 B
cooperation from the pedestrians. paign? %E]""ﬁ‘/mﬁ s ﬁ*x QAﬂ'
. M- N7

Q: What are the advantages and dis- A: It is to make people more gyare

At present, it might be effective
in cutting down on the accident

advantages of this campaign?

A LADY

when they cross the road; t a k e

& ARBEALR > AT

Mo Ful & RRMER o

A: For the advantages, it would b e some time and not rush across.
much safer if you use all the tra . . . .

-ffic facilities. As for the dis- @ Do you find this campaign effect- AY @2
advantages, you might have to wa- lve! " =

lk a little distance off (eg ever A: Most of the people are not sure fzﬁi'ﬂ!i&aﬁﬁ\b
gh::d b:idges), but it would b e of how to cross at some junctions Y - 48 Lade

etter to walk this little dist~ it is quite inconvenient. I do e . = m s= =

ance to save yourself. not walk at ease because at times [ R XRTHESWE B

Q: Is the campaign successful? grazo§°tvzz;ecz$z:2:zdlt§z: :iof: Eﬁ%1+/z‘ ?

A: So far it's doing quite well. We X s . . I R5i% B T 45 h % »
have to see for a few months be~ ?1113’ to haYe to wait Wheﬁ there ®: ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁj’ﬂk ié
fore we can say whether it is a is no traffic. But we have to _ % VE!

follow the rules. 434 e
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T s Q: Do you think this campaign is nec . - : y Z:j(Tﬁlf' °
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What do you think is the aim o f
this campaign?

It is to make the rcad very safe
for the pedestrians to cross thus
cutting down on the accident rate

Who are the people usually affect
-ed by this campaign?

At Usually is the old man and young
children who are affected. They
do not understand the rules a n d

How do you think about the penal-
ty?

A lot of people might not be ab-
le to afford the fines. They are
not rich. But when they are fine
, it made them learn to use the
pedestrian crossings.

What punishment will students get
if they are caught?

Students caught will be sent to
the Principal for punishment. So
far no student in our school i s
caught yet.

Do you observe the regulations at
all times?

No, I do not. Sometimes I am in a
hurry, so in order to save time ,
I do not follow the rules.

] 2 fRIA R KB 5hey B w2 AT
4?

regulations.(Because they can't Q: Do you think the campaign i
read.) success?
Q: What do you think is the factor A: The campaign is successful

which leads to so many being cau-

ght even after the intense publi-

city?

They are not used to the campaign
It is also due to old habits.

when
there is police around, but no t
when there is no police around.
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Above is an interview conducted by the Students' Union

on the Road Safety Campaign.
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FACTORIES

IN U.5. & SINGAPORE .

ALL.

A multi-national corporation recently sent 3 of its elec-

tronic engineers from the Singapore factory to the US

for

training at the parent plant. The production line that the y
studied was then closed down and about 100 American worker
were retrenched. Subsequently, the same machinery was sold to
the Singapore Factory at first-hand prices, shipped to Singa-
pore and installed here. This 1s a report of the experienceof

one of the engineers.

Us Factory

1. Averags or s pay i s US
$150 per we quivalent t o
3 0 per

2 .o0. 2rs ars wesk.y paid.

Engi 3sr's pay is only 2=3 Xs
operator's pay,

4, 80% of workers drive cars t o
work. Car park is 3 times the
size of factory.

Most workers live in houses
with garden liks thoss in Ser
-angoon Garden Estats.

Se

No discrimination according
to sex —— both mals and f e-
mals workers on the sams pro-
duction line, but with mor ®
femalse.

6.

7. Majority of operators above
25 ysars old. Most womsn are
eithsr mothers or grandmother

Workers wear own clothes. Su-
psrvisors wsaxr ties or over-
alls,

Singapore Factory

For the eams job using ths sams
squipment, operator gets S§1 6 O
during probation and S$175 after.

Monthly paid,

About 7 te 10 timss., (Much wider
gap bstween skilled and unskill-
ed labour.)

Most operators can't even afford
to own motor-cycles.

Most workers live in rented Hou-
sing Board flats,

All production operators are fe-
males, All technicians, supervi-
sors and engineers are males.

Majority of girls are fresh from
school —— {nexperienced, docile
and immature,

Everyone wear uniforms and iden-
tification cards with colour pho
-t0.

9, Canteen food is company-subs{
-dised and quality is compar-
abls to food {n soms Singa=
pors hotsls,

10, Better safety standards
fumss from soldering ars
ducted away from sach {indi-
vidual work-station. Hazard-
ocus and toxic chemicals not
casually ussd,

11. Social security (is retrsnch
-ment and psnsion benefits)
is paid for by ths US Govern
-ment out of taxses.

12, A retrenched worker is paid
80% of former salary by go-
vernment for a maximum ps-
riod of two ysars or uRntil
he is re-employed.

13+ Profits are heavily taxsd by
government,

14, Profits made are kept within
the US economy except f o r
small proportion for oversea
investment,

15, Worksrs belong toc a trads

Union which deres to fight

for bstter conditions, Parent

company management has lsarn

-t over the years to respsct

workers' rights.

16, Supervisors are polite, can-
not be rude to workers who
frequently resort to indus-
trial action.

Canteen food alsc subsidised, Qua
=1ity worss than hawksr stall
food,

Girls deing seldering brsathe sel
-dsr fumss ths whole day. Toxis
chamicals liks TCE ussd withsut
propexr sxhaust ducting.

Workers ars compslled to pay 15%
of wages to Central Provident Fue
nd, Emplaysra alsc pay 15%.

"Nothing is for free.,"

Profits are tax-free under pion-
ser status except for 2% payroll
tax, Profitability is much highsr
dus to chsaper labmur.

All profit is repatraitsd sxcept
for small proportion to bs re-
invested to generate still more
profit,

Local management knows that when
the cards are down, they can al-
ways count on the cooperation of
the Labour Ministry and N T U C
unions,

"The supervisor is King of t h »
lins,"

Workers in the Singapore factory are required to produce

Continue on page 16

Single Spark
Creation
Corner

137 Queensway Shopping
Centre, Singapore 3.

We cater especially for students

* School textbooks
* Stationeries
* Books for rental

and sales

ULTRA

SUPPLIES

247.2nd Floor,
Queensway Shopping

Centre, Singapore 3.
TEL: 4796074
PP EL T AP ST (cwt) 24

COPYING SERVICE

1
6

Quick, Dry, Bond & Both Sides
Photo copy is now available at
our centre for 6 cts Per Copy
¢ Book Binding
# Instant Laminating
Stationery Supplies, Photoccpy Paper,
Specialists in Photocopy fachine Repairs.
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.typlcally 20% - 50% more units per hour than their US counter

-parts. And at the same time, they are expected to make few- @ @
er rejects., In front of each operator, there are 2 graphs, one A
showing her dally output and the other showling the number o f
rejects. Beyond a certaln stage, if the productivity is 1 n-
creased, the quality of the product will be affected. But the
poor Singapore Girl is expected to achieve continual improve-
ment both in quantity and qualilty.

The main raw materials used are brought from the
company at prices substantially higher than those
from the open US market, The finished goods are sold to a sls
-ter factory in Taiwan at a price below the cost of product-
ion in Singapore. Local management do not have the final say
over where the raw materials can be bought and at what prices
and where the finished goods can be sold. As a result of this
pricing policy, the factory has been making a loss for the
last 5 years. Yet the management keeps telling the workers to
work harder so that the company can make a profitl

The MNC involved has 36 plants all over the world, I t s
overseas plants are owned by a holding plant in Bahamas, a tax
-free paradise for MNCs. Currently, there are plans to cl o se
its factories in Portugal and France and certain of its U s
plants. Meanwhile, new factories will be set up in Singapore
and Manila, i
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